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SUB J : AFTERMATH OF KASANE INCIDENT 

REF: GABORONE 0609 

1 . BOTH GOB AND RHODESIAN OFFICIALS HAVE FOLLOWED UP RECENT 
AMBUSH AT KASANE WITH VERBAL BROADSIDES IN MEDIA. ACCEPTING 
CREDENTIALS OF NEW DANISH AMBASSADOR OLSEN MARCH 3, PRESIDENT 
KHAMA SAID WITH REFERENCE TO THODESIAN ATTACK THAT "DESPERATE 
MEN HAVE NO SENSE OF VALUES, NO SENSE OF MORALITY, AND NO 
REGARD FOR THE SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE". HE WARNED THAT NOT EVEN 
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THE INNOCENT WILL BE SPARED CONSEQUENCES OF CONFLICT IN SOUTHERN 
AFRICA AND REITERATED GOB INTENTION TO TURN TO ITS "FRIENDS" 

FOR ASSISTANCE IN RESIDTING RHODESIAN "TYRANNY AND OPPRESSION". 

2. MEANWHILE, MARCH 4 BULAWAYO CHRONICLE REPORTS THAT RHODESIAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER P.K. VAN DER BYL SENT WEEKEND MESSAGE TO UN 
SECURITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT REBUTTING WHAT HE CALLED "DIS- 
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TORTIONS AND MISREPRESENTATIONS" BY BOTSWANA CONCERNING KASANE 
INCIDENT. STATEMENT ALLEGES THAT ON FEB 27 RHODESIAN SECURITY 
FORCES WERE AMBUSHED INSIDE RHODESIA BY GUERRILLAS WHO FLED 
TO BOTSWANA. RSF UNITS WERE SAID TO HAVE TRACKED GUERRILLAS 
TO "CAMP" INSIDE BOTSWANA WHERE "TERRORISTS" WERE "CLEARLY 
VISIBLE”. STATEMENT THEN ALLEGES THAT GUERRILLAS WERE "JOINED 
BY PERSONS TRAVELING IN THREE VEHICLES WHICH WERE AMBUSHED BY 
RSF UNIT." VAN DER BYL'S STATEMENT CLAIMS THAT RSF HAS 
"BALLISTIC EVIDENCE” SHOWING THAT SAME WEAPONS WERE USED 
AGAINST RSF ON BOTH SIDES OF BORDER. STATEMENT CONCLUDES THAT 
BOTSWANA MUST BEAR CONSEQUENCES IF BDF MEMBERS "ASSIST 
TERRORISTS IN THEIR MURDEROUS ACTIVITIES". 

3. IN ADDITION TO VERBAL INFIGHTING, WEEKEND RHODESIAN PRESS 
(CHRONICLE, MARCH 4) REPORTS THAT MORE THAN 100 LARGE TRUCKS 
CARRYING NORTHBOUND GOODS ARE HELD UP AT CLOSED KAZUNGULA 
BORDER POINT. MARCH 3 CHRONICLE REPORTS INTERVIEW WITH GOB 
SECRETARY TO CABINET STEENKAMP WHO REPORTEDLY INSISTED THAT 
KAZUNGULA BORDER POST WILL NOT BE REOPENED. ACCORDING TO 
ARTICLE, STEENKAMP SAID "WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO RISK THE LIVES 
OF OUR OFFICERS FOR TRAFFIC THAT IS BETWEEN RHODESIA AND THE 
EASTERN CAPRIVI." HE THEN REFERRED TO U.S.-BUILT BOTZAM ROAD 
(WHICH LINKS NORTHERN BOTSWANA WITH ZAMBIA VIA FERRY ACROSS 
ZAMBEZI RIVER) AS BEING SUFFICIENT TO CARRY BOTSWANA'S COMMERCE. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS DIFFICULT TO ESTIMATE ECONOMIC CON- 
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SEQUENCES WHICH MIGHT RESULT FROM PERMANENT CLOSURE OF 
KAZUNGULA BORDER POINT. LOCALITIES MOST SEVERELY AFFECTED 
WILL PROBABLY BE EASTERN SECTION OF CAPRIVI STRIP WHICH HAS 
TRADITIONALLY BEEN SUPPLIED FROM RHODESIA VIA KAZUNGULA AND FAR 
NORTHERN AREA OF BOTSWANA WHERE RESIBENTS HAVE OBTAINED MANY 
OF THEIR SUPPLIES FROM PERIODIC TRIPS TO RHODESIA. SHIPMENTS 
OF GOODS TO ZAMBIA VIA KAZUNGULA AND WESTERN CORDERN OF RHODESIA 
COULD ALSO BE DISRUPTED, ALTHOUGH THIS TRAFFIC COULD PRESUMABLY 
BE RE-ROUTED OVER FERRY TO ZAMBIA. 

5. WE DO NOT KNOW EXTENT TO WHICH CLOSURE OF KAZUNGULA BORDER 
POST WILL COMPLICATE SUPPLY OF SADF TROOPS IN EASTERN CAPRIVI 
STRIP. HOWEVER, GIVEN LONG DISTANCES INVOLVED IN RESUPPLY 
OPERATIONS FROM OTHER AREAS OF NAMIBIA, THIS COULD IMPOSE 
SIGNIFICANT LOGISTICAL BURDEN ON SADF UNITS IN AREA. 

NORLAND 
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